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Westchester Women’s Agenda

Local Elections Matter!

Tuesday, October 18. NY State
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer and
WEDC invite you to a Small
Business and Economic
Development Forum Breakfast:
Putting Small Business First.
Keynote Speaker: Steve Cohen,
Senior VP and Deputy
Commissioner, Empire State
Development. 9:30-11:30, White
Plains Public Library. Contact
www.wedc-westchester.org for
more information.

Celebration of Twenty Years of Justice
for Women," at the Pace Women's
Justice Center's Annual Benefit
Dinner and Auction on October 19,
2011 at Tappan Hill in Tarrytown,
NY. Honoring Alayne Katz, Esq. &
Tamara A. Mitchel, Esq. 6:00-7:30
Cocktails, Hors d’oeuvres & Silent
Auction. 7:30 Dinner & Program.

Continued on page 3…

Westchester County Board of
Legislators and other municipal
leaders are up for election.
Legislators make decisions for 40+
departments that directly affect you
and your community, such as:
■■ Public
■■ Parks

buses

and recreation fees

■■ Affordable
■■ Summer

childcare

programs for youth

■■ Immunization
■■ Senior

clinics

citizen services

departments that serve the districts
and people of Westchester through…
Helping Westchester County
operate smoothly through
departments such as public works,
public safety, transportation, parks
and recreation, etc.
·

· Helping

local businesses through
providing resources and financial
assistance
· Providing

numerous resources for
health and wellness

Why Participate in County
Elections?

· Providing

County government allows more
direct participation than state and
federal government and provides
local government services. Most civil
matters involving the general welfare
of citizens are considered a power of
local government.

·

social services involving
child support, senior services, food,
housing, medical services and home
energy costs
Helping Westchester’s youth
through the Youth Bureau, which
aids organizations that support
children and young adults

Visit www.westchestergov.com to
The Westchester County Government
learn more!
consists of a Board of Legislators
who must live in the district of the
***
approximately 50,000 people who
they represent. They run 40+

Westchester Women’s Agenda
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Assemblywoman Amy
Paulin:
We Must All
Combat Domestic Violence
In 2009, there were 130 domestic
homicides in New York; more than
two-thirds of these were committed by
intimate partners. Each day in the
United States four women are killed by
their current or former partners. A
firearm is the most frequently used
weapon in these murders.

Governor Cuomo affixing his signature
to my bill
to keep guns out of
the hands of convicted domestic
violence offenders, making that bill
law, is among my proudest moments
as a lawmaker. Though I have
championed domestic violence
prevention and victim protection
throughout my decade as a Member of
the Assembly, this law is special to me
because I feel certain it will save lives
that might otherwise be lost.

Co-Sponsors to Date: Hope’s Door, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley,
Margaret’s Place at WJCS – Joe Torre Safe at Home Foundation, My Sisters’
Place, Pace Women’s Justice Center, Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic,
Victims Assistance Services, Westchester County Board of Legislators,
Westchester County District Attorney’s Office, Westchester County Domestic
Violence Council, Westchester County Office for Women, Westchester
Women’s Agenda.
There were 12,971 domestic violence

color of domestic violence awareness, by

incident reports filed with the police in

wearing purple clothing, shining purple

the County of Westchester in 2001. To

lights, creating a purple space, tying

help raise awareness of the prevalence

purple ribbons on a tree, sponsoring a

of abuse and the services that are

purple forum – anything creative you can

Two lives that were lost about a year
after I began working on this bill -Jessica Welch and Poughkeepsie
police officer John Falcone, killed by
Welch’s estranged husband in
February 2011 -- put names and faces
on the statistics and rallied bipartisan
support for swift passage of the
legislation.

available to victims, the Westchester

think of that would help raise awareness.”

Women’s Agenda has joined the Shine

A number of organizations including

Domestic violence exacts a terrible toll
on individuals, families, communities -and I ask that you, as strong and
resourceful women, join me by
supporting organizations and
legislation that seek to protect its
victims and to break this awful cycle.
Your thoughts and suggestions toward
this end are invaluable, and I’m always
interested in hearing them -- call me at
(914) 723-1115 or email
paulina@assembly.state.ny.us

the Light campaign, a project of the NYS

Hope’s Door, the Pace Women’s Justice

Office for the Prevention of Domestic

Center, and My Sister’s Place will be

Violence, which promotes activities as

holding events throughout the County.

simple as wearing purple ribbons and as

See the “What’s UP?” column for details.

stunning as purple lights illuminating the

Please join us to support their work. For

Empire State Building and Niagara Falls.

further information on “Paint the County

According to CarlLa Horton of Hope’s

Purple,” contact CarlLa Horton, Hope’s

Door, “In October, we’re asking everyone Door, 914 747-0828,
to help “Paint the County Purple,” the

chorton@HopesDoorNY.org

Renew Your WWA Membership Now!

***

The time has come to renew your WWA membership for 2012.
Through our advocacy and our working together, we have
demonstrated that we can move mountains and accomplish great
feats that support the people we serve. We urge you to renew your
membership as soon as possible, and to recruit new members as
well. If you have not been a member, join now. If you are a
member, renew now!
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Come out and vote!
Westchester Women’s Agenda

Thursday, October 20.
Planned Parenthood Hudson
Peconic. Keynote Speaker: Sloane
Crosley, noted humorist and NY
Times best-selling author.
Location: Tappan Hill Mansion. 81
Highland Avenue, Tarrytown, NY.
9:30-11:30 am. Boutique 8:30-9:30
& 11:30-12:30. $150 pp. $75 pp.
30 and under. Sponsorships start at
$250. For more info. call (914) 4677342 or email: events@pphp.org.

Monday,
October 24, 6:30-8:30 pm. 515
North St., White Plains, NY.
Speakers: Dina Lassow, Esq.
Senior Counsel,
Dr. Ellen Silber,
Mentoring Latinas Program,
; Nicole
Stansbury, Dir., Youth and
Community Services,
Facilitator: Marlene Furtick, Former
Director,
Honoring: Jane Cecil,
Honorable
LaTia Martin,
St Faith’s House
Foundation; Aro Edwers,

Next month, on November 8th, we
encourage voters to come out and vote for
candidates at all levels of government. In
particular, we urge you to participate in
County Legislative elections, because the
outcome will directly affect women who
need services, women who care about the
issues championed by the
, and the quality of life in
Westchester.
Vet the candidates running for the office of
County Legislator. Vote! Every vote
counts. The Westchester County
government plays a critical role in matters
that effect women: Housing; Health Care;
Reproductive Rights; Violence Against
Women; Mental Health Care; Civil Legal
Services; Economic Development; Child
Care; Immigrant Services; and Economic
Development. Which candidates support
the continuation of these important
services?
Go to the County Board of Legislators
website for the range of issues that have
policy and service implications for women.
www.Westchesterlegislators.com
If you need information about how and
where to vote- contract the County Board
of Elections at (914) 995-5700 or
http://citizenparticipation.westchestergov.
com
You can also look at the League of
Women Voters 2011 online guide:
http://watpa.org/lwv/2011VotersGuideFinal
.pdf

Antoinette Klatzky,
; Melissa Toala,
.

understands the tough choices faced by
county policymakers and candidates.
Pressures to hold the line on the county
tax levy have grown. At the same time,

demands for county safety net services have
mounted, in the face of growing poverty,
unemployment, and foreclosures. We urge you
to ask the candidates the following questions:
·

·

·

·

Should the County partner with
nonprofit community agencies to
deliver cost-effective services?
Should the County invest in preventive
services that stave off higher public
costs?
Should the County maintain human
service programs that leverage state
and federal monies?
Should the County preserve the safetynet of county social services?

What happens with a “No” answer?
·

·
·

·
·

Families will be forced onto public
assistance because they have no child
care.
Families and individuals will be without
homes.
Victims of rape and battered women
and their children will have no place to
turn.
Gang violence, teen pregnancy and
drug-use will increase.
Communicable disease will spread.

Dismantling this network, while seemingly
providing momentary relief to Westchester
taxpayers, will not provide lasting
savings. Dismantling the safety-net, which has
been woven together through a thriving publicprivate partnership, will also diminish the
County’s quality of life, and make Westchester
a less desirable place for families to live, and for
employers who do business here.

***
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Westchester Women’s Agenda
From the WWA
Co-Chairs:
We are pleased to chair the
Westchester Women’s Agenda but
anxious and challenged to carry
out its mission. The struggling
economy, growing taxpayer
concerns, deficit reductions,
elimination of human service
programs, and the never ending
demands to reduce costs
seriously threaten our service
delivery system and most
importantly the women who need
it. As chairs, we ask ourselves
the question how do we effectively
demonstrate to taxpayers and
those who represent them that
reduction in services now will
increase the need for services,
cost taxpayers more, and result in
an unacceptable quality of life. So
we persist.
The Agenda is actively engaged in
letting our elected leaders know of
our position on the upcoming
2012 County Budget. We have
presented a Statement to the
County of Westchester and
proposed funding levels for each
of our inter-related issue areas:
Economic Development; Housing
& Homeless Prevention; Violence
Against Women; Health & Mental
Health; Children Services; Civil
Legal Services; and Immigration.
Our members have met with the
County Executive and the
Democratic and Republican
Caucuses. We will watch,
participate, and advocate over the
next months. We will also
encourage voter registration and
voting.
We will continue our sponsorship
of Women Cafes throughout the
County. These cafes help us to
hear women’s concerns and to
formulate policies and programs
around those issues. They are
also a great opportunity for
women to support each other.
(continued on p.5)

PO Box 302 § White Plains, New York 10605
Co-Chairs
Rosemarie Noonan
Kim Jacobs
914-332-4144
914-747-8020
rnoonan@affordablehomes.com
kjacobs@ccrhv.org

The Westchester Women’s Agenda

recognizes the value of protecting core
safety net services that are essential to
safeguarding the lives of Westchester
County residents. Westchester County
must remain a good place to live and
work. Before making any budgetary
decisions that would further impact
services, ask yourself if you want to:

than 20% over the last two years with no
end in sight.
The Westchester Women’s Agenda asks
you to adopt the following
recommendations:
Ÿ execute outstanding 2011 contracts
and release all safety net funds that
were approved in the 2011 budget,

Ÿ force parents to choose
substandard daycare,

Ÿ restore the funding for essential

Ÿ Push more families on to Food

safety net services to 2010

Stamps or welfare,
Ÿ Increase homelessness,

approved levels,
Ÿ continue to right-size county

Ÿ Close your eyes to victims of rape,

government to be more efficient

Ÿ Let gang violence, teen

and cost-effective,

pregnancy, and drug use

Ÿ partner with community providers

increase,

to secure the most responsive

Ÿ Allow disease to spread
unchecked, or

cost-effective services,
Ÿ maintain investments in preventive

Ÿ Tell battered women and their

services that avoid more costly

children to just tough it out.

interventions,
Ÿ

These are just a few of the many
outcomes we will live with every day if
your administration continues to
dismantle our safety net of essential
services. As the economy has worsened,
more and more people, many of them
formerly middle-class, have fallen into
need. Community based service
providers are responding to
that need and report
increased demand of more

Acknowledge the value of
leveraged state, federal and
philanthropic funds that are lost
when county funds are reduced.
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From the WWA Co-Chairs (continued):
Upcoming plans also include working with the Eileen Fisher Foundation to
plan “Tools for Women” leadership development workshops leading up to a
Women’s Summit (thanks for stepping up), partnering with other women
groups to strengthen the Agenda, and bringing nationally renowned
speakers on women issues to Westchester.
We applaud CarlLa Horton of Hope’s Door for her leadership in
which was kicked off on September 27 and the
co-sponsorship opportunity offered to and accepted by WWA.
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(continued):
Free and open to the public.
Contact YWCA Events Office at
(914)949-6227 x147 to register and
for more info.

Thursday,
October 27, 2011. My Sister’s Place
annual luncheon at the Brae Burn
Country Club in Purchase. For
more information, contact:
http://www.mysistersplaceny.org/.

Wednesday, November 9.
WEDC’s 13th Annual Networking
Roundtable. With Keynote
Speaker: Lisa Price, Founder,
Carol’s Daughter. Theme:
- how
business hiring can aid economy
recovery. Location: Crabtree’s
Kittle House, Chappaqua, NY.
5:30-8:30 pm. Fee: $60. For
sponsorship information call
Persephone Zill at (914) 948-6098
x13 or email pzill@westchester.org.
Visit WWA and Like us on “Facebook.

Election Day is near. The Planned
Parenthood Hudson Peconic Action
Fund is getting ready for the big day with
a redesigned and user-friendly
website (www.pphpaf.org) where you
can find everything you need to know
about local and Westchester county
candidates. Check
out candidates’
positions on
reproductive health
and rights issues. Visit
often to learn about
the local candidates
endorsed by the
PPHP Acton Fund. It's
an important seal of
approval you need to
know about before
you vote.
Recent attacks on women's health have
taught us that voters like you believe in
Planned Parenthood. Over the next few
months we need you and your friends to
get energized and come to the polls.
Please take a minute to check out our
new look (www.pphpaf.org), like us on
Facebook, and support the pro-choice
candidates in your area.

is the
theme of the YWCA annual meeting
on October 24, from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Despite advances over the years, girls
in the U.S. and here in Westchester
County face pressures–new and old–
that limit their potential. In addition to
challenges that have to do with selfesteem and body image, girls are
impacted each day by barriers such a
poverty, racial and gender
discrimination and immigration status.
And yet, for every girl–no matter the
obstacles she faces, a spark exists
within her. When girls receive the
support they need, an incredible
ripple effect is created.
Please join the YWCA in exploring
how we can address the challenges to
support young women. Learn the
issues. Be part of the dialogue.
Free and open to the public.
To register and/or for further
information, contact the YWCA Events
Office at (914) 949-6227 ext 147.
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Westchester Women’s Agenda
Snapshot of the Westchester Women’s Agenda
The Westchester Women’s Agenda, a nonpartisan feminist coalition, plays a
significant role in Westchester County by advocating for and influencing
legislative and social policy affecting women and children. We believe that by
working together we generate greater visibility and more resources for the issues
confronted by our shared constituents. Our recent successes include:
Ÿ Legal services.

II

Housing Development and
Housing Support. Contact: Rose
Noonan, Housing Action Council,
914-332-4144,
rnoonan@affordablehomes.org.
Health Care. Contact: Lindsay
Farrell, Open Door Family Medical
Centers, 914-502-1450,
Lfarrell@ood.org.
Reproductive Rights. Contact:
Reina Schiffrin, Planned Parenthood
Hudson and Peconic, 914-467-7312,
Reina.schiffrin@pphp.org
Violence Against Women (a)
Sexual Assault. Contact: May
Krukiel, Victims Assistance Services/
WestCOP, 914-345-3113,
mkrukiel@westcop.org. (b) Domestic
Violence. Contact: Carlla Horton,
Hope’s Door, 914-747-0828, x11,
chorton@hopesDoorNY.org
Mental Health Care. Contact: Amy
Gelles, 914-636-4400 x240.
Civil Legal Services. Contact:
Barbara Finkelstein, Legal Services
of the Hudson Valley, 914-949-1305
x136, bfinkelstein@ishv.org
Economic Development. Contact:
Anne Janiak, WEDC, 914-960-9725;
Kim Jacobs, Community Capital
Resources kjacobs@ccrhv.org
Child Care. Contact: Kathy Halas,
Child Care Council of Westchester,
914-761-3455 x102,
kathyh@ccwny.org
Immigration. Contact Zoe Colon ,
Hispanic Resource Center.

Ÿ Health care for the uninsured and
victims of rape.
Ÿ Eviction prevention services and
grants.
Ÿ Child care services and
infant/toddler services.
Ÿ Fair housing education.
Ÿ Micro loans and financial
counseling.
Ÿ Legal, housing and job
assistance for immigrants.
Ÿ Support for children in family
court.
Ÿ Entrepreneurial assistance for
women in business.
Ÿ Affordable housing loans.
Ÿ Domestic and sexual violence
services for women.

Ÿ Eviction prevention assistance
and legal services.
Ÿ Supportive services for
immigrants.
Ÿ Community education about the
cervical cancer vaccine and
emergency contraception.
Ÿ Support services for immigrants.
Ÿ Support for shelters supporting
undocumented victims of
domestic violence.
Ÿ Community-based
social/behavioral health services
for young children and their
families.

Dear Community Activist and Leader:
Your support enables the WWA to advocate effectively on behalf of
Westchester’s women and children, which will be more important than ever.
Please renew your membership or join today. If you have already renewed,
we thank you. Your support is vital to our mission.
Kim Jacobs
Co-Chair

Rose Noonan
Co-Chair

Name:
Organization:
Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Dues: Individual______$50; Supporter______$100; Nonprofit Organization
______$100; Corporation______$200; Student/Special Needs______$20.
Please complete; include your check made payable to WWA, and mail to
WWA, c/o Judith Schwartz, Treasurer,300 Martine Avenue, Apt 8C, White
Plains, NY 10605.

